, [MϩNa] ϩ and [MϩH] ϩ ions at m/z 365.0547, 349.0788 and 327.0983 in its positive electrospray ionization mass spectrometry (ESI-MS) corresponding to the molecular formula C 18 H 14 O 6 . This was corroborated by the decoupled 13 C-NMR distortionless enhancement by polarization transfer (DEPT) spectrum which showed signals for all the eighteen carbons of the molecule. The UV absorption in MeOH (254, 325 nm) suggested compound 1 to be a flavone. 7) The IR absorption bands at 1648, 1620 and 1596 cm Ϫ1 and negative ferric chloride test indicated compound 1 to be a non-phenolic flavone.
The 1 H-NMR spectrum of 1 showed two methoxyl singlets at d 3.97 and 4.01, a two-proton singlet at d 6.05 assigned to a methylenedioxy group and a sharp one-proton singlet at d 6.61 ascribed to H-3. The electron impact mass spectrometry (EI-MS) of 1 showed two retro-Diels Alder fragments at m/z 181 [A 1 ϩH] ϩ and 146 [B 1 ] ϩ indicating the presence of two methoxyl groups in ring-A and a methylenedioxy group in ring-B, respectively. The 1 H-NMR spectrum of 1 further showed two ortho-coupled aromatic doublets at d 7.91 and 7.01 and they were assigned to H-5 and H-6, respectively as the former showed HMBC correlations with C-6, C-7, C-4, C-4a and C-8a, and the latter with C-4a, C-5, C-7 and C-8 ( Fig. 2) . Of the two methoxyl groups in ring-A, the one at d 3.97 was placed at C-8 as it resonated at 61.6 ppm in its 13 C-NMR spectrum which is characteristic of a di-ortho-substituted methoxyl group. 9) This fixes the placement of another methoxyl group at (d 4.01) to C-7. Thus from the foregoing spectral studies the structure of compound 1 was characterised as 7,8-dimethoxy-3Ј,4Ј-methylenedioxyflavone.
Compound 2, obtained as yellow amorphous powder, showed [MϩH] ϩ ion peak at m/z 313.1000 in its positive ESI-MS, consistent with the molecular formula C 18 H 16 O 5 , and was corroborated by decoupled 13 C-NMR DEPT spectrum, which showed signals for all the eighteen carbons of the molecule. The UV absorption maxima of 2 in MeOH at Two new 238 and 339 nm is typical of a flavone.
Two New 5-Deoxyflavones from Albizia odoratissima
7) The IR absorption bands at 1640, 1600, 1509, 1440 cm Ϫ1 and negative ferric chloride test indicated compound 2 also to be a non-phenolic flavone.
The 1 H-NMR spectrum of 2 displayed three methoxyl singlets at d 3.83, 3.86 and 3.87 and a sharp one-proton singlet at d 7.03 characteristic of H-3 of 2Ј-oxygenated flavone. assigned to H-6Ј, H-5Ј and H-3Ј, confirming the presence of mono substitution in ring-A and disubstitution in ring-B. The three methoxyl groups at d 3.83, 3.86 and 3.87 were placed at C-4Ј, C-2Ј and C-7 positions as these methoxyls protons showed HMBC correlations with these carbons at 163.0, 159.4, 163.8 ppm, respectively. The placement of methoxyl groups were further supported by the NOE studies (Fig. 2) . Thus from the foregoing spectral studies compound 2 was established as 7,2Ј,4Ј-trimethoxyflavone. The isolation of 2 constitutes the first report of the occurrence of a 2Ј-oxygenated flavone from Albizia genus.
The structure of the known compound as 7,4Ј-dimethoxy-3Ј-hydroxyflavone (3) was established by comparison of its spectral data with literature values.
11)

Experimental
General Procedures Melting points were determined on a Kofler hotstage apparatus and are uncorrected. IR spectra were recorded in KBr discs on a Bio-Rad win FT-IR spectrophotometer and UV spectra on a Shimadzu UV-240 spectrophotometer.
1 H-and 13 C-NMR spectra were determined on a Bruker AC 400 spectrometer operating at 400.13 and 75.46 MHz, respectively using tetramethylsilane (TMS) as an internal standard.
1 H-1 H COSY, HSQC, HMBC and the phase-sensitive NOESY (with 150 ms mixing time) spectra were recorded using the standard pulse sequences. ESI-MS was recorded on a API Q-STAR PULSA of Applied Biosystem. EI-MS were recorded at 70 eV (direct probe) on a Nermag R 10-10 mass spectrometer. CC was performed on Acme silica gel finer than 200 mesh (0.08 mm).
Plant Material The rootbark of A. odoratissima was collected in January 2000 at Tirumala Hills, Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh, India.
Extraction and Isolation The air-dried and powdered rootbark (2 kg) of A. odoratissima was successively extracted with n-hexane, Me 2 CO and MeOH. The n-hexane extract was purified over a silica gel column using nhexane and EtOAc, 9 : 1, 8 : 2, to yield 1 (20 mg) and 2 (16 mg) respectively. The acetone extract on similar purification using hexane and EtOAc, 6 : 4 yielded 3 (25 mg).
7,8-Dimethoxy-3Ј,4Ј-methylenedioxyflavone (1) 
